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First ‘Think Autism’ 
Strategy in Durham

2019

Strategy refresh

2023/24 – 2026/27

Alignment with the 
National strategy

Raising awareness

Background



Who was involved? Autistic 
people

Parents and 
carers

Autism 
steering 
group

Reps from 
different 

organisations



Our Vision

“In County Durham all autistic people live fulfilling and 
rewarding lives within a society that accepts and 
understands them. They can access advice and support 
if they need it, and they can depend on mainstream 
public services to treat them fairly as individuals, helping 
them make the most of their talents.”



Aims



For each objective, the working groups have developed 

action plans which include:

Indicators of Success

Progress

Evidence 

Next steps

Working 
groups 

Steering 
group

Governance



Next steps:

Awareness 
raising

Show case 
events

Improving 
coproduction

Easy read 
and child 
friendly 
versions



Any questions?

For more information please contact:

• Liz Mulholland- Communication and Interaction Team Manager (SEND 
and Inclusion Service, Children & Young People’s Services

 elizabeth.mulholland@durham.gov.uk
(Co-chair of Co Durham Autism Steering Group)

• Tricia Reed – Strategic Commissioning Manager (Adults)
 tricia.reed@durham.gov.uk  (Co-chair of Co Durham Autism Steering Group)

Thank you

mailto:elizabeth.mulholland@durham.gov.uk
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